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Look what they 're doing
with Spam!
If winter comes can Spam be far behind?
At Rhode Island College unmistakable
signs of spring are starting to make
themselves apparent.
The campus grass is a little greener. The
earth is getting muddy and the students are
.
beginning to act like-well-students
Consider the RIC Art Center Improverecent
ment Committee and its most
first annual Spam
project-RIC's
exhibition.
First of all, the committee is a put-on .
There is no Art Center Improvement Com-

•mittee except in the minds of several art
students with premature spring fever.
Then there is the exhibit ion . Oh , it' s for
real all right-sort of.
There will be an exhibit and, yes, it will
be related to Spam , but it definitely is not
one of the region's significant art events of
1985.
Entries in the "juried" exhibition must
be made of the well-known luncheon meat
or somehow related to it. They may be in
any art m.edia, recognized or otherwise.
(continued on page 6)
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In Arts and Sciences W.H. Robinson:

Is Thorp Professor
William H . Robinson, a member of the
Rhode Island College English Department
since 1970, has been selected as the 1985
Thorp professor in Arts and Sciences at
RIC.
He will deliver a lecture entitled " On the
Visibility of Literary Invisibility" on March
27 at 4 p .m . in room 050 Foga rty Life
Science Building. A lecture is given by each
recipient of the annual award .
Robinson , a native of Newport, is an expert on the works of poet Phillis Wheatley .
He has authored four books on the 18th
Century black woman who was born in
Africa and sold on the Boston slave
market.
A graduate of New York University ,
Robinson published several short stories
while still a student. He also was awarded
second prize in a national radio script contest. He went on to write, direct and produce ·more than 100 educational radio,
stage and television scripts .
After earning his master of arts at
Boston University where he studied with
Robert Lowell, he began a career in
teaching .
He taught at A & T State University in

WILLIAM ROBINSON

Greensboro, N .C. and regularly contributed book reviews to the local
newspaper on the works of contemporary
(continued on paee 6)

Across nation:
REEL PEOPLE AT WORK: Llsa Perrotta, a RIC junior, operates a film inspection machine in
the college's audiovisual department while Dave Wilson, a supervisor, looks on ..
(What's News Photo .by Gordon E . Rowley)

RIC's Reel People
by George LaTour

"Our operation is based on demand . Our measure of quality is based on our
ability to deliver what a person requests and to deliver it in good working order."
So says Roland B. Mergener, director of the Rhode Island College Audiovisual
Department whose five divisions either provide and/or service most of the 5,000
pieces of audio-visual equipment on campus.
The five divisions are: television, photography/graphic arts, distribution
(whieh includes repair and maintena nce), film and vi~eo library, and office administration (which handles reservations for equipment requests).
In addition to providing audio-visual service to about 95 percent of the college's faculty, its film and video library is considered the prime source of material
for elementary and secondary schools in the state, plus a number of organizations such as police and fire departments.
Lest you think that audiovisual serves faculty exclusively on campus (its
original intent), Mergener points out that staff and students can and do make
use of it. In the students' case, it is usually for class-related assignments.
"There is no teaching area (on campus) that doesn't have an overhead projector and screen," relates Mergener, adding, "and there are closed-circuit television (CCTV) outlets in every classroom."
This gives some indication of the extent of coverage provided by audiovisual.
Other stastics that support the contention that RI C's audiovisual department
(continued on page 4)

Liberal arts majors find
job outlook brightens
by Brran Ahas

AMES, IOWA (CPS) ... When Iowa State
University senior Jeannette Fielder recently walked into a job interview with some
conservative bankers, she figured she didn't
have a chance. She was, after all, an
English major.

'' I said 'Do you realize that I haven't had
any finance classes?' And they said 'No
problem. We'll train you,"' Fielder recalls.
"They all said they wished they had been
a liberal arts student.
"They felt their perspective was so narrow. I was tickled."
Fiedler, who will g_oto work for the bank
after graduation this spring was, in fact,
interviewed by about IO corporations .
Though her case may not be typical, college placement officials across the country
report that the number of firms looking to
hire liberal arts grads is up substantially
over last year.
"Even major corporations are now giving an increasingly sincere look at liberal
arts graduates," reports Victor Lindquist,
who directs Northwestern University's
career placement center and is the author
of an annual report tracking job offers
nationwide .
Lindquist says the increasing interest in
liberal arts graduates is part of a trend that
began in about 1980.
Liberal arts grads "tend t9 have
(continued on page 6)
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Conference on
creative process
at Brown
Where do the brainstorms behind today's trends and new products come from?
The source of creativity in the business
world and methods on how to develop
these ideas into successful products and services will be the topic of an AIESEC (pronounced "E YE-SEC") conference Friday,
March 8, from 1-4 p .m . at Brown
University .
Transportation
will be available from
Rhode Island College's Roberts Hall at
noon.
AIESEC in Rhode Island, the local
~hapter of the Int ernational Association of
Students in Economics and Business Commerce, will host the event. It is open to the
public, business people and students.
Gov. Edward DiPrete will open the conference with a talk on "Creativity in Rhode
Island."
Other speakers will discuss the origins of
ideas and how ro generate them into
marketable product s and services. Thre e
seminar sessions will focus on manufacturing, communications and real esate, providing a chance for small, more informal
workshops with question and answer
periods .
"Many industries, especially in Rhode
Island, have been undergoing radical
changes in recent years," reports Caroline
Karcher, AIESEC finance director.
"As a result, it has become increasingly
more important for companies to look for
new products tha t will keep them abreast
of their respective markets .
"Whether the idea is generated from top
management, research and development,
market research, or special market studies,
creativity is crucial to staying ahead," says
Karcher.
The conference is meant to inform
students of this "vital role" and "help
show Rhode Island business leaders new
their development
ways to direct
capabilities," she says.
AIESEC has members at RIC, Brown
and Providence College. In Rhode Island
as well as abroad in some 60 countries,
AIESEC at1empts to bridge the gap between academic and business worlds by
hosting conferences, promoting exchange
programs, and publishing newsletters. ·
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Focus on the

Faculty and Staff
PAULA VIAU, instructor of nursing,
and James Fain, an instructor at the Yale
University Graduate School of Nursing,
will present a paper entitled "Networking
for Chapter Success" at the Region 5
Assembly of Sigma Theta Tau, national
honor society for nursing, on March I and
2 at Pace University in Pleasantville, N .Y.

Women's series
"Historical
Dimensions of American
Feminism" will be the topic of Dr. Mari
Jo Buhle, associate professor of American
civilization and history at Brown University, on Tuesday, March 12, at noon in
Clarke Science Building 128.
Her talk is the fourth in the lecture series
"Exploding the Myths About Women"
presented this academic year by the Rhode
Island College Lectures Committee and cosponsored
by the biology,
hi story,
mathematics, psychology departments and
Women' s Studies.
The last talk in the series will be on April
23 at noon when Dr. Eleanor Vander
Haegen , associate professor of sociology at
Keene State College in New Hampshire,
will discus s "Integrating Women in the
Curriculum."
The series is free and open to the public .

African women
Dr . C hristine Obbo, one of Africa's few
female anthropologists
and author of

African Women: Their Struggle for
Economic Independence, will lecture on
"African Women in Development" on
Tuesday, March 5, at noon in the Rhode
Island College Faculty Center.
A reception will follow.
Her talk is being sponsored by the
African and Afro-American Studies Program and the Woman's Studies Program.

Communications
offers talent
awards
The com munications area of the Rhode
Island College Department of Communications 2nd Theatre has issued invitations to
students to apply for communications
talent awards.
The awards are available to communications majors, non-majors, college and noncollege students. The awards also are intended to encourage high school students
·
to come to RIC.
Students who can demonstrate some
talent in the communications field, such as
public relations, TV, radio, production,
journalism, filmmaking and research, in
forms such as videos, speeches or any other
type of project, are encouraged to apply.
The prizes will be cash grants in the form
of tuition payments that will range from
$17 5 to $250 towards the following year.
Judging will be based on completeness,
artistic ability, and the project's contribution to society.
Dr. Moyne Cubbage, professor of communications at RIC, is the coordinator.
All entries must be submitted by April
I. Winners will be announced on April 22.
Names will be posted and letters will be sent
to award recipients .
Dr . Mark Goldman, professor of communications,
says, "I encourage
all
students to apply for the awards . In the
past we've been very pleased with the
caliber of entries."
Application forms and further information are available from Professor Cubbage
at-the department of communications and
theatre, Henry Barnard School, Room 207,
Ext. 8270.

Bureau of Grants and Sponsored Projects:

Request for proposals
The Bureau of Grants and Sponsored
Projects will be providing information
about requests for proposals (RFPs) on a
regular basis in this column. Anyone interested in obtaining further information
or application need only circle the number
of RFP on the coupon below and send it
to the Bureau in Roberts 312.
I. National
Endowment
for the
Humanities-NEH
/NSF
Humanities,
Science and Technology Program (EVISn:
Supports projects that bring the resources
and perspectives of the humanities to bear
on ethical questions
in science and
technology. Deadline: May I and Nov . I
(for preliminary proposals) . August I and
Feb. I (for resulting final proposals).
2. Eppley Foundation-Research
Grants: Support for research in advanced
scientific subjects through grants 'to
recognized educational
and charitable
organizations in support of postdoctoral
projects. Awards are usually for one year,
and range from $700 to $25,000. The
average award is $!OK. Between six and ten
awards are made . Deadline: May I.
3. National Science FoundationU .S.-France
Cooperative Science Program: Grants are made to promote
cooperation between scientists in the U.S.
and France and to provide additional opportunities for them to exchange ideas,
skills and techniques; to attack the problem
of particular mutual interest; to work
together in unique environments; and to
utilize special facilities. Awards range is
$IOK-$15K. Deadline : May I.
4. Alcohol, Drug Abuse and Mental
Health Administration
(ADAMHA)Small Grants: Support for rt,earch in
scientific area relevant to mental health
alcohol abuse, and drug abuse, and to th;
missions of the ADAMHA Institutes.
Primarily intended for newer, less experrienced investigators, researchers at small
colleges, and others who do not have
regular research grant support. Awards will
not exceed $15,000 and one year in length.
Deadline : May I .
S. Distilled Spirits Council-Grants-in-

I.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Name: ____________

7.
_

Address: ____________
3/5/85

_
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MoRNiNG a T 277 000 oR 4-2.,000 feeT ON OUR

FLiGI-IT To Def> "'1oiNe.~, Ai."Lar-ffaoR W~X~H.:KHie.
~
l7ePet-tD iNG ON wHeiHeR OVR ~aLe., MeR~eR,
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-aPPRoVeD . -n~aNK
You FoR F'L'liN6 ON eiTHeR
Pc:INARTe~ i aN OR 5LiP51Rea M AiRW aY~ -

-,~~E!~~f!~!~;E:J
DAN\ E LESSONS FREE: Disco and
jazz le ns every Wednesday for .eight
weeks beginning March 13, from 2-3 p .m.
(free period) . 'Location Walsh Dance
Studio,,Room !02. For more information
call 831-6773, Briare Chabot.

TO: Bureau of Grants/Sponsored Projects.
Please send me information on the following proposals:

What's News
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Tuesday 4:30 p.m.

~I

· Americana: For sale by Grolier Educational Corporation-$299.
The set will be
available after receipt of the 1985 edition
at the Curriculum Resources Center (probably in-April) . If interested, contact Gene
Cowan, ,26 Woodland Drive, Nashua,
N.H. 0iQ63, (603) 883,1323.

Aid for Alcohol Abuse Research: Grantsin-Aid for medical, behavioral,
and
biological research to understand the cause,
nature, extent, treatment, and preventio n
of problems
related to alcoho l and
alcoholism. One year awards range from
of $15,000.
$2,000 to a maximum
Deadline : May I .
6. The
Retirement
Research
Foundation-Grant
Program: This program has four major goals: to increase
availability and effectiveness of community
programs to maintain older persons in independent environments;
improve the
quality of nursing home care; provide new
and expanded opportunities for older perS'ons in employment and volunteer service;
and to support basic, clinical, applied and
policy research which seeks solutions to
problems of the aged . Projects with new
approaches and with potential for national
or regional impact are of particular interest.
Deadline: May I.
7. National
Endowment
for the
Humanities-Challenge
Grants: NEH
Challenge Grants are designed to meet a
variety of needs so that institutions or
organizations
performing
work of
recognizable merit within the context of
their missions and resources may achieve
greater financial stability a.id growth of
resources .
All applicants must demonstrate that
grant and matching funds will improve the
quality of work within the humanities.
Deadline: May I.
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Poster Child

Keeping Score
with Dave Kemmy

Anchorwomen Chosen for Post-Season

1985 POSTER CHILD for Easler Seals and Meeting Str.,,:t Sc1wo1 •• Jeffrey D. Bade ssa of Providence whose mother , Patricia, Is a junior at Rhode Island Co llege In the nursing curriculum. Jef.
frey, blind since birth, will be featured oo the U!Homing Easter Seal Telethon on Channel 12, March

30 and 31.

N .F;. gymnasts meet here
March 2 in Walsh Gym
Rhode Island College will host tbe third
annual, Division Ill, New England Collegiate Gymnastics Meet on March 2 at J
p.m., in Walsh Gym .
Teams competing will include RIC, MIT,
Salem State, Smith College, Bridgewater
State, U.S. Coast Guard, University of
Maine-Farmington , Connecticut College
and Westfield State.
According to Gail Davis, coach of the
RIC .team, "Team-wise it should be a battle between Salem State and Connecticut
College , although anything can happen ."

Davis also feels that in the all-around competition Cathy Dusza of RIC and Wendy
Gobielle of Salem State will be competing
for first place .
The meet will consist of a " four ring circus," meaning four events will be going on
at one time .
Awards will be given to the top three
teams and to the top six individuals in each
of the separate events .
Admission is $2 for adults and $1 for
students and children.

The women's basketball team was
chosen to participate in the NCAA Northeast Region Division III tournament at
Salem State College, Friday, March I, and
Saturday, March 2.
The Anchorwomen, 18-6 on the season,
have been seeded fourth in the tourney .
They were scheduled to take on top-seeded
Bridgewater State, 25-1, at 6:30 p .m . on
Friday. At 8:30 number two seed Salem
and number three seed Western Connecticut were to have met. The winners were
schedu led to meet for the championship at
8:30 on Saturday, the co nso lation game
was slated for 6:30.
This is the sixth stright appearance for
an Anchorwomen squad in a post-season
tourney .
In 1982-83 they were selected to play in
the NCAA Northeast Regional held in New
Jersey. They took second place to the host
school, the College of New Rochelle . The
Anchorwomen defeated Hartwick 64-63 in
the first round, but lost to New Rochelle
75-58 in the final round .
The Anchorwomen defeated Bridgewater
85-75 earlier this season. The loss was the
only setback they suffe red all season . Both
squads have been ranked in the top five in
New England all season, with Bridgewater
holding down the top spot for the entire
campaign. They have been ranked as high
as fourth nationally and the Anchorwomen
as high as 12th nationall y.
In earlier action the Anchorwomen
crushed Fitchburg 90-62, defeated Sacred
heart 78-76 and lost to Eastern Connecticut
88-58.
The women's fencing squad place third
in the New England Champions hip s held
Feb. 24 in Walsh Gym . This is the highest
finish ever for an Anchorwomen fencing
squad in the New England championships .
Junior Terry Silvia led the team by plac ing eighth in the individual competiti o n .
She went 12-5 in the tournament . Her fine
here , coupled with her
performance
outstanding dual-meet record of 28-11 ,
qualified her for the NCAA Northeast
Regional Championships for Divisions I ,
II and III at Columbia University on March
2.
Twenty-four individuals will be competing to qualify for the NCAA National
Championships which will be held at the
University of Notre Dame in South Bend,
Ind .
The- lady fencers finished ahead of five
Division I schools in placing third . They
finished ahead of perennial New England
power, Harvard, for the first time ever.
The women's gymnastics team finished
their season by splitting a tri-meet with
Westfield and Bridgeport. Bridgeport
scored 156.55, RIC scored 143.70 and
Westfield scored 86 .4.
Freshman sensation Cathy Dusza had an

unbelievable day . ~he scorea a career-high
all-around score of 34. 9 and earned a
school-record 9. 1 in floor exercise. She also
earned top honors on the uneven bars with
an 8.6, and on the balance beam with an
8.8. She also took sixth on vault with an
8.4 .
Karen Charlwood and Linda Markey
also did well for RIC . Charlwood scored
29. 10 all-around, scoring 7.7 on vault, 6.85
on balance beam and 8.35 in floor exercise.
Markey earned a 28.4 all-around, with a
7.9 on vault, 6.8 on uneven bars and a 7. 1
in floor exercise . Pam Wholey scored 7.75
on vllult and 7.95 in floor exercise.
The squad finished with a 5-7 record, 5-5
against Division III teams . The New
England Divisio n III Gymnastic League
were held this pa st
Championships
weekend in Walsh Gym. I'll have the results
next week .
Five Anchormen wrestlers earned AllNew England honor s at the New England
College Conference Championships held
Feb . 22 and 23 at Wesleyan.
Junior heavyweight George Macary
reached the championship finals , but lost
to Wesleyan' s Larry DeGari s 11-3. Macary
went 3-2 in the tourney , earning second
place. Freshman I JS-pounder Bobby San
Juan went 2.2 and took fourth place,
158-pound Tom Cimino also finished
fourth, going 4-2 in the tourney . Wayne
Griffin placed fifth at 190 pounds, going
2-2. Carmine DiPietro went 3-3 and finished in sixth place . Other RIC wrestlers who
competed were Paul Brown who went 1-2
at 126, Tim O'Hara suffered a rib injury
and had to drop out at 142, Bob Lepre went
2-2 at 150 and Paul Lapro cina went 1-2 at
167.
The sq uad finished sixt h as a team with
56 points . W .P .I. captured the tea m title
with 163 points . The An chormen improved over last season's eighth place
finish . The squad finished with a 10-5-1
record, boosting Coach Rusty Carlsten's
15-year .career record to I 29-85-7.
The men's biisketball squad finished
their season with a three game losing streak
including an 84-80 loss to Eastern Con~
neticut in the final game of the year . Dana
Smith was high scorer with 17 and four
other players also hit double figures . John
Lynch had 16, Paul Hart 13 and Rich
Ethier and Dwight Williams each had 12.
Earlier the Anchormen lost to U . Mass.Boston 81-76 and to Suffolk 73-57 . The
squad ';Viiilose seniors Rich Ethier, Lynch,
Steve Moran and Williams through graduation, but ·they have a strong nucleus returning . Junior Dana Smith and freshmen
Paul Hart , Greg Clark, Rett Mancinelli and
Todd Peretz will all be counted on heavily
by Coach "JA" Jimmy Adams. Adams
has hit the recruiting trail looking for
replacements for the four seniors .

Flurry of reports may bring real c~mpus reform
of
(CPS) ... Recently, the Association
American Colleges (AAC) released a report
criticising higher educat ion. Rhode Island
College participated in the study's early
stages.
Three week s earlier, the Carnegie Foundation released a similar study.
for the
The National Endowment
Humanitie s publi she d its report last
InNational
the
after
month
a
,
November
stit ute of Education relea sed one.
In the coming months , two more na tional reports on the condition of American
higher education are due .
It seems, in short, to be an open
and
season on anything
rhetorical
everyt hing that's _wrong with co lleges.
And many observers say the parade of
reports has created a climate of reform that
may change the way stud ents go to school,
whether the higher education community
likes it or not.
"Colleges don't respond well to outside
meddling, and I expect there will be
substantial resistance to changes," says
Charles Finn, director of the Center for
Education and Human Development at

Vanderbilt University .
" But if the higher education community doesn ' t take actio n , someone from the
outside will ."
" We in higher education have been smug
in our little cottages," says Frank Newman ,
president of the Education Commission of
the United · States and former pre sident of
the University of Rh ode Island .
" But now the spot light of reform is
beginning to turn to higher education ."
Seemingly everyone is trying to get in the
spot light, too.
"Co lleges are not delivering on their promises," newly-named education secretary
William Benn ett said at hs swearing-in, adding colleges are "ripping students off" by
not delivering good educators.
In most university curricula "almost
anything goes," the AAC pronounced a
day earlier.
"For the most part, these reports are
right on the mark ," Vanderbilt's Finn says.
" If anything, they are a bit mild ."
But the critics are using too broad a
brush, says Robert Nielson of the American

Federation of Teachers .
" This is not a focused reaction," Nielson
says. " There are some world class institutions out there, and you don 't have to shop
hard to find a good education ."
Moreover , 36 percent of students go to
co mmunity colleges and nobody 's bashing
community colleges ."
The " bashing" can depres s students and
teachers .
"It's like being on a basketball team,"
Nielson says. "You work hard , you face
tough competitio n , and then the paper says
it's a rotten team ."
Elementary and secondary education
weathered a flurry of reports in 1983 and
1984, but it's hard to say just what change s
they've caused, says Robert Mc Clure of the
National Edu cation Association, the largest
teachers' union .
"The action seems to be more : more
standards, more time , more teachers, more
units for graduation," McClure says.
"But not much attention is being paid
to content."
Some report s only stirred up counter

reports :
The widespread calls for more emphasis
on core subjects , for example, prompted
the National Commission of Secondary
Vocational Education to issue its own
report last year.
It found students need a mix of vocational and academic training .
But for several reasons, educators expect
the college reports may actually lead to
change. They point out that :
•Substantial changes were enacted quickly after similar reports during the late
1950s, when math and science curricula
were overhauled in the wake of the successes of the Soviet space program.
•Higher education reforms do not
always have to ·be approved by state
legislat ure s, where elementary and secondary school reforms sometimes bog down .
•Compe ti tion among co lleges for
students could force campuses to act quikly. "Parents and students can ask tough
questions and they can vote with their
feet," Bradford College President Arthur
Levine says.
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RIC _'s Reel People
(continued from page 1)

is one of the best anywhere include its handling of 400 films a week (from an
inventory of some 6,000 films and tapes), the processing of some 20,000 slides
a year, and t~e handling of equipment alone (such as tape recorders, record
players,. pubhc address systems, cameras, etc .) which comprises some 40,000
transactions a year.

A Monumental Task
Keeping track of where all the equipment is at any one time is a monumental
task which keeps the staff busy 14 hours a day Monday through Thursday and
almost as long on Friday .
"We have one of the best distribution systems going," assures Roger Lima,
technical distribution supervisor, who quickly dares you "to go out and find
someone who's been turned down" on a legitimate request for service.
Of course, distribution is only half the battle. Then there's the retrieval.
"Our .retrieval system is what makes it work," he contends. His statistics are
impressive. Of the 40,000 tran~actions involving expensive equipment being
loaned out to faculty, staff and students, audiovisual only loses about eight
pieces a year.
\

Credits Efforts of Students

Lima credits the efforts and dedication of the students who work for
audiovisual. "The students do a lot of the work from delivery to keeping track
of items and providing some service and repair. They're the backbone of this
operation," he says.
He points out that it takes most students two years to effectively learn the
tasks demanded of them. Most of the students start as freshmen, he says, and
don't leave until they've graduated .
"We're like a family," he says proudly, "and that's what we try to cultivate."
In addition-to the Herculean efforts of the staff_:.currently understrengthand student assistants to provide high-demand service and keep track of all the
equipment, a system of security is maintained round the clock which includes
anti-burglary devices and the constant surveillance of the college security and
safety tlepartment.
After all, you're talking about thou sand s and thousands of dollars of highly
esirable and highly marketable equipment.

Control, Security So Effective
In fact, audiovisual's system of control and security are so effective, it is one
of the very few such operations that qualify for insurance coverage which it
has on 3,500 items in stock .
One could go on and on about the type and quality of service provided by
audiovisual, "conferencing" for instance . Mergener contends that audiovisual
tends "to make people look good" in that it has a track record of delivering
and effectively setting up sound systems on time that work as they are supposed to "so the conferences go well. "
Providing professional service so that others may function more profe ssionally: RIC's audiovisual department.
"We don't meet our goal 100 percent of the time, but we're awfully close,"
assures its director.

MORE REEL PEOPLE: Audiovisual technician Charles Allswort~
of the mountain of paper work involved in keeping track of au
Vessella (above right), a senior clerk stenographer, checks the filei
members. Ray Fuller (lower left), a technician, checks some of ti
makes annually. Rita L~po (below), principal clerk typist, takes
~uests received each year over the phone. Roger Lima (right), tecf
1t all' for 16 mm cameras (one of which is to bis right), expoun
Below right, Tony Giardino, an assistant professor of administrati
tional technology, conducts a class in T. V. lighting in the college'
Library.

1

e) squares away some
al equipment. Sharon
ms on loan to faculty
000 slides his division
f the thousands of resupervisor, wlfo 'doe s
.he life at audiovisual.
urriculum and instrucision studio in Adams
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(continued from page 1)
literary figures such as T.S. Eliot and Randall Jarrell, Langston Hughes and Robert
Penn Warren.
Later he went to Harvard University,
earning his Ph.D. studying there with
Walter Jackson Bate.
In addition to his works on Phillis
Wheatley, Robinson has authored books
which have furthered the recognition of
other black American writers. Among them
are Early Black American Poets, Early
Black American Prose, and Black New

England Le/ters: The Uses of Writing in
Black New England.
He has also been active in community affairs, servi ng on the board of directors of
the Rhod e Island Black Heritage Society.
in
In addition to his professorship
English at RIC , Robin so n headed the college's Black Studies Program from 1970 to

1982.
The Thorp Professorship in Arts and
Sciences honors a faculty member in the
Faculty of Arts and Sciences who has
distinguished him or herself and the college
with scholarship, shows or presentations.
is named for and
The professorship
of Mary
recognizes the contributions
Tucker Thorp whose career at RIC
spanned the years 1926 to 1967.
Robinson will be presented to the audience at his lecture by Dr. Robert Hogan ,
chair of the RIC English Departmen t. Concluding remarks will be offered by Dr.
David F. Greene, dean of arts and sciences
at the college.
A champagne reception will follow the
lecture . It will be held in the special collections foyer of Adams Library immediately after the talk concludes.

*OUTLOOK
(continued from page 1)

~01:"G SOMETHING DIFFERENT with Spam are organizers of the first annual Spam Exhibillon m the RIC Art Center, students Sean Harrington (left) and Russell Horton . (What's News
·
Photo by Gordon E. Rowley)

"We didn't realize that you can do so
much with Spam, " says Sean Harrington,
one of the organizers.
De'idline for entries in the pop art extravaganza are due in the RIC Art Center
at 6 p .m . on March 7. Judging and the
awarding of prizes will take place at 8 p .m .
·
on March 7.
"We figured some of the entries might
spoil,"' says Harrington, while co-instigator
R1•ssdl Horton nods in assent.
First prize in the improbable contest will
be a $20 gift certificate to Oakes on the
Hill, a Providence art supply store.
Second prize is a Spam casserole (really), and, in the fashion of the wags who
cause ~uch happepings as this exhibit, third
prize will be TWO Spam casseroles.
Assuring a reporter that they have no
doubt that Spam is a good product even

though they haven't tried it, Harrington
and Horton said the exhibition was
organized for the fun of it.
"The basic idea behind it is to bring a
little life into the campus," they agree .
Judges for the spectacle will be Dennis
O'Malley , the RIC gallery technician , and
RIC art professors Richard Kenyon , Enrico
Pinardi and Harriet Brisson .
Other organizers besides Harrington and
Horton are Maureen Gustafson, president
of the college's art club and Eric Portrais,
another art student.
Horton and Harrington said that they
are "reasonably sure" that a "little party"
will follow the judging .
Perhaps in addition to hors d'oeuvres the
opening nighters will consume some of.the
exhibits before the lights are turned off!

"PREVENT AUTO THEFT"

skills, both
marketable communication
written and oral, analytical tools , and tend
to be more trainable," he explains.
Small busine sses are also hiring more this
year, and are more receptive to liberal arts
grads than to grads with technical or
specialized degrees , who may demand
higher salaries.
"It's hard for a liberal arts graduate to
convince a major corporation that he or she
has valuable skills," Judith Kayser of the
College Placement Council says.
"But with a mom-and-pop operation,
it's easier to get the time to sell yourself."
If the trend in favor of liberal arts is
reaching new highs, it could mean the end
of what some administrators have dubbed
the "taxi-driver syndrome:" the spectre of
bright, overqualified humanities graduates
who drive taxis while waiting for 'meaningful ' jobs that never materialize .
But others say the increase in job offers
for liberal arts graduates is no larger than
for graduates in other disciplines .
"I'd like to believe that employers have
come around to the advantages of liberal
arts graduates, " says Gary McGrath, the
career development director for liberal arts
majors at the University of Minnesota.
"But that's not the case."
McGrath says an improved economy is
the reason more employers are interested
in liberal arts grads.
improves,
the economy
"When
employers are willing to look at a more
diverse group of applicants," he says.
The College Placement Council's annual
survey of major corporations indicates

Other Places
Students Say Private Dorm Rooms
Worth The Extra Housing Fee
About 520 Louisiana State students paid
extra to live alone this semester, saying they
have more space and privacy, and don't
have to worry about drunk or dishonest
roommates.

...

Civil Liberties Union Says Yale
Violated First Amendment Rights
Yale banned students from posting
strike-related messages on an electronic
bulletin board and ordered protest banner s
removed from dorms during the recent
workers 'strike, the Connecticut Civil Liberties Union claims .

* * *
Texas Exams Could Create
Minority Teacher Shortage
Results show only 52 percent of all
stu dent s who look Texas' new teacher
education entrance exam passed, compared
to 62 percent of the Anglo st udent s.
Educators worry the test will keep large
numbers of minorities from teaching .

• * *
Roll up your windows - lock your doors - place all valuables in the trunk report all sus picious acting persons lo the security and safety department
"immediately" at 8201.

busine ss executives plan to hire eight percent more grads this year than last.
Other surveys, however, suggest that
liberal arts majors will not benefit from the
increase.
In fact, both Lindquist's survey and a
similar study by Michigan State University placement director Jack Shingleton,
show the number of job offers to liberal
arts grads will decline slightly this year.
The surveys, however, focus on large
firms' recruitment plans and may not
reflect interest by small firms in liberal arts
majors .
Stanford liberal arts grads began doing
better in the job market in 1980 despite
surveys showing a general pall in stu dent
job prospects at the time .
One hundred sixteen firms interviewed
liberal arts majors that year, compared to
only 11 four years earlier.
Similar increases were reported at other
school s.
The proliferation of practical courses in
liberal arts curricula, and an increasing
realization that the technical skills required
in business can be taught on the job helped
liberal arts grads, career placement officials
say.
However, many liberal arts majors are
still said to suffer in the job market because
of a fixation on one subject.
"To deny the existence of business
courses and become ostrich-like is to be
myopic to the point of being insufferable,"
Lindquist warns .
"The liberal arts graduate should have
experience with almost any activity ."

Temple U. Ordered To Ban
On-Campus Army Recruitment
Responding to complaints the Army
discriminate s against homosexuals , the
Philad elphia Human Relations Commis-

sion told Temple officials to keep army
recruiters off campus, or risk violating the
city's Fair Practice Ordinance which protects gay rights.

.. ..

.

Recruiter Apologizes
For "Offensive" Questions
Goldman, Sachs and Co. apologized to
Stanford for its recruiter's inappropriate
behavior during under-graduate interviews .
Students say the recruiter asked questions about abortion, sex, religion and drug
use.

. .. .

Former Law Student Blames
University For His Failure
Thomas Councill Jr. says he flunked out
of the U . of Maryland in 1983 because the
school didn't give him promised financial
assistance and minority counseling.
Council seeks $500,000 in compensation
and $200,000 for emotional dist ress.

• * •
It's Only Money
The American Management Association
says 81 percent of co llege grad job hunters
look first at a company's reputation .
In deciding which jobs to take, students
ranked salary last, behind advancement opportunities , company growth potential ,
fringe benefits and job security.
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RIC Symphony Orchestra:

RIC Symphonic Band:

To perform liturgical music

To offer
Beethoven,
Bartok and
Schumann
•
•
spring
1n
concert
EDWARD MARKWARD

FRANCIS MARCINIAK

Rhode Island College Symphonic Band will perform Friday, March 8, at 8:15
p.m . in Roberts Hall Auditorium under the direction of Francis Marciniak.
The program will include pieces such as "Liturgical Music" by Martin
Mailman, "King Arthur Suite" by Henry Purcell , "Overture in C" by Felix
Mendelssohn, "Marching Song" by 01\stav Holst, "March No. 28" by William
Wieprecht, "E pinicion" by John Paulson, "Suite Francaise" by Darius Milhaud
and "George Washington Bicentennial March" by John Philip Sousa.
The concert is free and open to the public.

Ludwig van Beethoven's "Overt ure to
Egrnont Opus 84," Bela Bartok' s "Concerto Number 3 for Piano and Orchestra"
and Robert Schumann's "Symphony
Number 1 in B flat Major , Opus jg" ("The
Spring") will be the offerings when Rhode
Island College's Symphony Orchestra
opens the doors for a spring concert on
March 11.
Edward Markward of North Providence,
professor of music at RIC, is the orchestra's conductor. Stephen Martorella,
organist and choirmaster at St. Ann's
Roman Catholic Church and Temple
Torah Yisrael of Cranston, will be pianist
· for the concert.
Markward, who joined the RIC faculty
in 1973, has been received by Rhode Island
audiences and critics with enthusiasm. He
possesses a repertoire which encompasses
a range of styles from the masterworks of
Bach and Handel to the compositions of
prominent 20th Century composers.
Director of orchestral and choral activities at RIC, Markward also is conductor of the Festival Chamber Orchestra of
Rhode Island is involved in several other
musical organizations and endeavors in
Rhode Island.
A native of Iowa , he earned his
bachelor 's and master's degrees at Drake
University and his doctor of musical arts
degree from the University of Michigan .
Prior to corning to RIC he was music
director and conductor for the Ann Arbor,
Michigan Cantata Singers and Chamber
Orchestra . His Providence offerings have
included Beethoven 's Missa So lmenis and
of
audience pleasing performances
Handel's Messiah and Judas Maccabaeus
and Bach 's Christmas Oratorio in RIC's
holiday gift to the comm unity series.
Martorella teaches piano, organ, harp-

sichord and liturgical music at RIC.
He has appeared in solo and chamber
recitals throughout the eastern United
·
States, Canada and in Europe.
He has appeared with the Newport
Opera Festival of Rhode Island and with
the Festival Ballet of Rhode Island, as well
as with the Rhode Island Civic Chorale.
He specializes in baroque keyboard improvisation and contemporary music performance techniqu ·es.
He has also given programs in American
and Jewish music. He records on the Redwood label.
The concert, which is made possible in
part by a grant from the RIC Fine and Performing Arts Commission, gets underway
at 8:15 p.m. It will take place in Roberts
Hall Auditorium . Admission is free.

STEPHEN MARTORELLA

Frazer to exhibit works
at Bannister Gallery
Rhode Island College Bannister Art
Gallery will present "Disillusions," an exhibit of the works of David Frazer, on
March 7 through April 4.
Frazer is a Providenced-based painter, a
graduate of the University of New Mexico
and the Rhode Island School of Design
where he currently teaches painting . He has
exhibited in New Mexico, l)lew York City,
: and most recently ~ the Virginia L;ynch
''\.,<j{lllery at School · in Providen ··'"·,;
·
'1 Fr¥er's work ha.ls.evolvedovert
.foto a "still Ii ormat." A
l
, al~ Smith, p 'fessor of a1
"His still )~
_ hi!,it sponsa
ilibrium a
re a t)'J>e of
'.tough the- un;ity o fopposites. ,;,-

In Frazer's still-life called "arm chair,"
by the threeothers
he strikes
dimensionality of a chair embedded in flattened ground and background planes.
Smith says, "For those interested in painting in a more classic genre, following David
Frazer's work over the years has made for
an experience integral to the arts in Rhode
Island. It is a rare phenomena to be a part
' · it
of such a process."
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RIC Foundation:

Brings 2nd annual big band dinner dance to campus
"Last year it was acclaimed to
be the 'event of the season,"'
says James E. Gilcreast, Jr.,
RIC's development director.
" In fact, we have used that
phra se as a slogan on our flyer, '
he add s.
The event he speak s of is the
annual Rhode Island College
Foundation "Big Band Sound"
Dinner Dance.
This year the elegant affair
will take place on March 23.
Donovan Dining Center on the
RIC campus will be the location .
"The decorating committee is
hard at work transforming
Donovan Dining Center into an
enchanting ballroom," Gilcreast
explains.
Using parachutes and accents
the committee aims to create the
atmosphere of a ballroom, he
notes.
Music for dancing will be provided by the Paul Borelli Orchestra. The sounds of the _bigband era of the 1930's and 40's
will be empha sized.
The festivities will get under-·
way at 7 p.m . with a wine and
hor s d 'oeuvre reception .
At 8 p .m. -a bu ffet featur ing
steam ship round of b eef,
seafood, jam balaya, salads and
fancy desserts will be opened.
Following the dinner there will
be dancing until midnight.

Tickets for the affair, which
Gilcreast feels is becoming an
important foundation tradition,
are $25 per person. Proceeds will

Anyone is invited to attend,
Gilcreast stressed.
Chairing the dinner dance is
Renato Leonelli of Providence,

Other members of the planning committee are his wife,
Elena Leonelli; William Baird,
RIC director of athletics, and
Mary Jusk alian, all of Pro vidence; Gilcrea st, executive
director of the RIC Foundation,
a North Pro vidence resident;
John S. Foley, RIC's vice president for College Advancement
and Support, and Noreen Andreoli of Barrington, president
of the RIC Alumni Association.
Orders for tickets may be
placed by calling Leonelli at
at
274-1338 or Gilcreast
456-8105. Orders can also be
made in writing by sending to
the Rhode Island College Foundation, 600 Mt. Pleasant Ave.,
Providence, R.I. 02908.
The RIC Foundation was
founded in 1965 to solicit, encourage and receive gifts from
priv?te sources for the college. The foundation invests or
holds these funds and any properties· entrusted to it for the
benefit of the college.
The foundation is dedicated
to providing a margin of excellence. Fund s within the foundation suppor t scholarships, fine
and performin g arts event s,
special projec ts and the like .
Current foundation assets are
approxim ately $750,000.

${~~~~
.., /
1r
~
} ,,_:;~
~

.\,

·~c:,,

~

--

.}/

;;

~ ,,,

//I

/

~

I

t

\

benefit the found ati on.
Tables of 10 are available and
may be reserved. Deadline for
is March 18.
reservations

RIC elementary edu cation pro fessor emeritus and immediate
pa st pr_esident of the RIC
Foundation.

Calendar of Events
March 4 - March 11
MONDAY, MARCH 4

10 a. m. to 2 p.m.
Noon to 1 p.m.
1 to 2 p.m .

8:15 p.m .

Career Services. Open sign up . Roger Williams Ho spital. Craig
Lee, Room 054.
Office of Heallh Promotion. Health table set up for discussion
and questions about various health topics . North end of Donovan
Dining Center.
Alcoholics Anonymous. Weekly meeting. Student Union, Room
310.
Career Services. Resume workshop. Craig Lee, Room 054.
RIC Recital Series. New York's Michael Boriskin , piano . Roberts
Auditorium .

THURSDAY,

MARCH 7

Career Services. Open sign up: Narragansett Council, Boy Scouts
of America, district scout executive. Defense Mapping Agency:
computer science, geography, mathematics or cartography majors.
Craig Lee, Room 054.
Career Services. Resume / job search workshop. Craig Lee, Room
054.
Bannister Gallery Opening. David Frazer painti ngs. His works will
be disp layed through April 4. Bannister ·Gallery, Art Center.

11 a. m. to
12:30 p.m.
7 p.m.

.

THUR SDAY TO SA TU RDAY , MARCH 7-9
MONDAY TO THURSDAY , MARCH 4-7

12:30 p.m. · Mass. Studen t Union , Room 304.
TUESDAY,

8:00 p.m. · "A ll Thal Jazz" a music review of the great songs of the silver
screen. To benefit PARI , the Pariplegic Association of R .L Admission is $3 for RIC students and $5 for all others. Student Union ,
Ballroom .

MARCH S

Career Services. Interviewing: Naval Investigative Service for those
chosen after prescreening . Open sign up . Woolworth s, manage ·
ment trainee . Craig Lee, 'Room 054.
WEDNESDAY,

FRIDAY , MARCH 8

'

.

.

.

CareerServices. Open sign up: Hartford Public Schools. Craig Lee,
Room 054.
TBA Women 's Gymnastics. ECAC Championships . Call the
athletic departmen t, Ext. 8077, for more details .

MARCH 6

11:30 a.m .-1 p.m.
Noon to 1 p.m.
I p.m.
2 to 3 p.m.
2 to 4 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

Career Services. Interviewing : The Upjohn Company for tho se
chosen after prescre~ning. Roger Williams Ho spital. Craig Lee,
Room 054.
A l-Anon Meeting. Sponsor~d by the Office of Health Pro motio n.
Craig Lee, Room 127.
History Department Lunchtime Colloquium . Richard Walto n tc
speak on American foreign policy . Gaige Hall, Room 207.
Chemistry Colloquium . Prof. Phyllis Brown, University of Rhode
Island . "HPLC in Cancer Research ." Clarke Science, Room 106.
AIESEC Weekly Meeting. All are welcome. Alger, Room 216A.
Career Services. General Interview Workshop . Craig Lee, Room.
054.
Meeting for members of the Class of '87. To discuss future events .
Ice cream will be served. Student Union, Room 307.

SUNDAY , MARCH 10

10 a.m.
7 p.m.

Sunday Mass. Student Union, Ballroom.
Sunday Evening Mass. Browne Hall's Upper Loun ge,

MO N DAY, MA RCH 11

10 a. m. to 2 p.m.
Noon to t p.m.
12:30 p.m.

Office of Health Promotion . Health table set up for discussion
and question s about various health topics . North end of Donovan
Dining Center.
Alcoholics Anonymous Weekly meeting . Student Union, Room
310.
Mass. Student Union, Room 304.

